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COMPETITION GUIDE  

3 – 11 August 2026  ·  Poznań, Poland 

 

Organised by World Boccia and the Polish Boccia Association (Polski Związek Bocci) 

Under the honorary patronage of the Polish Paralympic Committee and Poznań University of Technology 

22 Nations · 74 Athletes · 8 Competition Courts  
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WELCOME MESSAGE 
 

             

                         

Welcome to Poznan 2026 World Boccia Challenger! 

On behalf of the Host Organizing Committee I warmly welcome you to 

Poznan 2026 World Boccia Challenger organized by World Boccia and 

Polish Boccia Association. Honorary patronage over Challenger were 

assumed by Polish Paralympic Committee and Poznan University of 

Technology.  

Poznan has a rich sporting heritage in many olympic sports. We are proud of the fact that Boccia, the 

fastest-growing Paralympic sport, is also associated with our city.  

We would like to wish all the athletes taking part the very best of luck - keep fighting, play fair, have fun 

and keep pushing your limits. 

Beata Dobak-Urbańska 

Chair of the Host Organising Committee 

Polish Boccia Association (Polski Związek Boccia) 
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COMPETITION OVERVIEW 

The Poznań 2026 World Boccia Challenger is organised by World Boccia and the Polish Boccia 

Association, under the honorary patronage of the Polish Paralympic Committee and Poznań University 

of Technology. The event brings together 22 nations and 74 athletes competing across Individual, Pairs 

and Team divisions. 

GENERAL SCHEDULE 

 
August 

3 
[Mon] 

August 
4 

[Tue] 

August 
5 

[Wed] 

August 
6 

[Thu] 

August 
7 

[Fri] 

August 
8 

[Sat] 

August 
9 

[Sun] 

August  
10 

[Mon] 

August  
11 

[Tue] 

ARRIVAL & 

ACCREDITATION 
         

CLASSIFICATION          

TRAINING          

EQUIPMENT CHECK 
 
 

        

OPENING CEREMONY  15:00        

INDIVIDUAL 

COMPETITION 
         

TEAMS & PAIRS 

COMPETITION 
         

MEDAL & CLOSING 

CEREMONY 
         

DEPARTURE          

SCHEDULE CONFIRMATION 

Exact daily start times, court allocations and match order are confirmed only after the Official Draw at the 

Technical Meeting on 4 August. The final Competition Schedule will be distributed to Team Managers and 

published on the Sportity app — please treat the dates above as the framework for planning travel, and always 

check Sportity for the live daily schedule. 
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1. CLASSIFICATION 

Classification will take place on the 3rd and 4th August depending on delegations’ time of arrival at Poznan, 

according to the following schedule:  

Important! Please note that we have two Classification Panels on 3rd and 4th June (Panel – A and Panel – B). 

Classification Room is located on the 1 and 2 Floor.   

 

CLASSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 Athletes must present to classification area 30 minutes before the allocated time on the classification 

schedule; 

 Documents - Each athlete to be classified must: 

o Have submitted their updated Certificate of Diagnosis and Consent Form for Classification before the Event 

by e-mail to World Boccia and bring the original documents to Classification, otherwise they will not be 

classified; 

o Bring a passport along with his/her accreditation card; 

o Present relevant medical documentation (in English); 

o Attend the Evaluation Session with sports attire and equipment relevant to Boccia, such as ramps, pointers 

and gloves or splints; 

o Be accompanied by an interpreter if the athlete does not speak English.  

 

 

   Rate your  
   classification                
   experience  
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Classification Schedule – 3rd August 

  TEAM 1 

# Name Country Gender 
Entry  Entry 

Status 
Time 

Class 

1 Joseph Paul Philpott CAN Male BC1 R-FRD 15:15 - 16:00 

2 Okjon Son KOR Male BC2 New 16:00 - 16:45 

3 Junyi Kim  KOR Female BC4 New 16:45 - 17:30 

4 Wiktoria Herc POL Female BC1  RFD 17:30 - 18:15 

  TEAM 2 

# Name Country Gender 
Entry  
Class  

Entry 
Status 

Time 

1 Anna Vacková CZE Female BC1 R-FRD 15:15 - 16:00 

2 Kim Wahren SWE Female BC2 R 16:00 - 16:45 

3 Jakub Wójcik POL Male BC4  RFD 17:30 - 18:15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classification Schedule – 4th August 
  TEAM 1 

# Name Country Gender 
Entry  Entry 

Status 
Time 

Class 

1 Stefan Bartek SVK Male BC1 RFD 10:00 - 10:45 

2 Miroslav Vanak SVK Male BC1 RFD 10:45 - 11:30 

3 Nicola Taylor GBR Female BC1 New 11:30 - 12:15 

4 Rafael Pereira Melo BRA Male BC3 New 12:15 - 13:00 

5 Hemerson Rafael da Silva BRA Male BC1 R-NAO 13:00 - 13:45 

  TEAM 2 

# Name Country Gender 
Entry  
Class  

Entry 
Status 

Time 

1 Daniela Drotarova SVK Female BC1 RFD 10:00 - 10:45 

2 Rayhonakhon Saydahmedova UZB Male BC4 New 10:45 - 11:30 

3 Georgios Kalaitzidakis GRE Male BC4  New 11:30 - 12:15 

4 Fábio Dorneles BRA Male BC4 New 12:15 - 13:00 
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2. SPORTS EQUIPMENT CHECK 
 

The Sports Equipment Check will take place on the 4th of August, from 9.30 am forward, according to the 

following schedule, at the Competition Venue: 
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 Please arrive at Equipment Check 5 – 10 minutes prior to your time slot; 

 Equipment that does not meet the criteria will not be certified and will be held by the organisation until 

the end of the competition; 

 At any time, including during a match, the referee may confirm the eligibility of any piece of equipment. 

Any equipment that fails eligibility during competition will be confiscated for the remainder of the 

competition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: All BC3 Sports Assistants are required to bring their passport to the equipment check to 

confirm Nationality eligibility according to the World Boccia Policy – Nationality of Competitors and it must be 

from the same country as the athlete. 

 

3.TRAINING SCHEDULE 

3rd  August 

TIME 
COURT 

1 
COURT 

2 
COURT 

3 
COURT 

4 
COURT 

5 
COURT 

6 
COURT 

7 
COURT 

8 

14h30 - 
16h00 

KSA 
  

BEL BEL 
  

ISR ISR   

16h00 - 
17h30 

POL POL POL CZE CZE CAN GRE GRE 

17h30 - 
19h00 

AUS ITA ITA SWE KOR AUT DEN FIN 

                  

         

4th August 

TIME 
COURT 

1 
COURT 

2 
COURT 

3 
COURT 

4 
COURT 

5 
COURT 

6 
COURT 

7 
COURT 

8 

09h00 – 
10h30 

GBR BRA BRA UZB CRO FIN UAE MGL 

10h30 – 
12h00 

CZE CZE SWE AUT POL POL POL CAN 

12h00 – 
13h30 

KOR AUS GER DEN SVK SVK BEL BEL 

15h00 – 
16h30 

ISR ISR 
 

GRE GRE KSA ITA ITA 
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TRAINING ON THE COMPETITION COURTS (FOP) 

 Teams should be at the entrance of the competition area at least 5 minutes before the scheduled time. 

 Five minutes before the finish time, teams must stop training and prepare all the equipment to get out 

at the scheduled time. 

 Access to the entrance of training area will be allowed only to accredited staff or athletes who are 

scheduled for training. 

 During training sessions please keep exclusively to the court(s) that are allocated to your nation and 

make sure that you don't disturb athletes training on other courts.   

 

COMPETITION 
 

Countries eligible to compete at the Poznan 2026 World Boccia Challenger must have paid all entry fees in full, 

submitted all required registration information and are currently full members of World Boccia in good standing. 

DIVISIONS OF PLAY 

Individual BC1, BC2, BC3, BC4 (Male & Female) and Pairs BC3 and BC1-BC2 Teams. 

 COMPETITION NUMBERS (BIBS) 
 

 Upon confirmation of classification, each athlete shall be given one (1) piece of competitor number, to 

be used as follows: 

- The BIB must be worn at all times during the hours of competition and must be clearly visible 

from the front. The competitor number must be affixed on the front of the shirt or the trouser 

leg or it may be fixed to the wheelchair; 

- For class BC3, the ramp operator will have a second competitor number that must be clearly 

visible affixed on his/her back (shirt). 

If an athlete forgets, loses or chooses not to wear their competitor number, he/she will not be permitted 

to enter the Warm-up area, the Call Room or the Field of Play (Rule 7.3). 

 A Side that is not present in the Call Room on time will forfeit the match. (Rule 7.4). Exceptions may be 

considered by the Head Referee and/or the Technical Delegate. 
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PRE-GAME PREPARATION 

5. WARM UP PROCEDURES 
 

 From the 5th of August on, warm-up area is exclusive for the competitors that are going to play next. 

 Players may be accompanied into the warm-up area by a maximum number of people as follows (Rule 

6.2): 
 

BC1 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

BC2 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

BC3 1 Coach, plus 1 Ramp Operator 

BC4 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

Pairs BC3 1 Coach, plus 1 Ramp Operator per Athlete 

Pairs BC4 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

Team (BC1-BC2) 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

 

 

 If necessary, a translator and a physiotherapist/massage therapist per Country may enter the warm-up 

area, however they can’t help or assist with coaching. 

 

WARM UP SCHEDULE (Rule 6.1.1.) 

  WARM UP AREA OPENS WARM UP AREA CLOSES 

ALL DIVISIONS 
95 minutes before the scheduled start 

time of the match 

40 minutes before the start of the 

match 
 

 When the Call Room closes for the last matches of the day, Athletes who did not play during the day may 

use the Warm Up Area to train for 60 minutes. The TD may adjust this time frame to allow reasonable 

access to the Warm Up Area and to accommodate the competition schedule.  

 An Athlete or side entering the Warm up area out of turn; or bringing to the Warm Up Area, or into the 

Call Room, more than the allowed personnel (ref.: 6.2, 7.2). This will result in a yellow card for the Athlete 

or the  side in the case of Team or Pair matches. (Rule 16.9.1). 



            

 
 

10 

6. CALL ROOM PROCEDURES 

 

 Prior to entering the Call Room, each Athlete and each Ramp Operator must show their competitor bib 

numbers and their accreditation tag. Coaches and SA must show their accreditation. (Rule 7.3). 

 Each Side (Individual, Team or Pair, including any SA/RO and the Coach) must register together and must 

bring all their equipment and balls with them. (Rule 7.4.2).  

 

CALL ROOM SCHEDULE (Rule 7.4.1.) 

  CALL ROOM OPENS CALL ROOM CLOSES 

ALL DIVISIONS 
35 minutes before the scheduled start 

time of the match 

20 minutes before the scheduled 

start time of the match 
 

 

 The Official Clock is the digital clock situated at the entrance of the Call Room. Registration for all matches 

is done at the Call Room desk, which is at the entrance to the Call Room. A Side that is not present in the 

Call Room on time will forfeit the match.  (Rule 7.4).  

 Once registered and inside the Call Room, Athletes, Coaches and SA/RO may not leave the Call Room. 

Should they do so, they will not be allowed to re-enter and will not take further part in the current match 

(rule 7.12 is an exception.) Any other exceptions will be considered by the (assistant) Head Referee 

and/or the Technical Delegate. 

 The number of people, as indicated below, may accompany sides into the Call Room: 

BC1 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 

BC2 1 Coach  

BC3 1 Coach, plus 1 Ramp Operator 

BC4 1 Coach (plus 1 Sport Assistant if Athlete is a foot player) 

Pairs BC3 1 Coach, plus 1 Ramp Operator per Athlete 

Pairs BC4 1 Coach (plus 1 Sport Assistant if Athlete is a foot player) 

Team (BC1-2) 1 Coach, plus 1 Sport Assistant 
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 Translators are not subject to this restriction. However, they may only enter the call room if asked to do so by the 

Referee. Chairs will be provided for Translators, outside of the Call Room and in a specific place on the field of play 

(FOP). 

 

 

 7. COMPETITION SCHEDULE 
 

The final competition schedule will be made available after the Official Draw, at the Technical Meeting, on the 

4th August at 20h30, and will be sent to Team Managers or designated people. 

A preview of the competition’s schedule basic structure is presented as follows: 

Class 
No. of 

Competitiors 
No. of 
Pools 

Pools 
Rounds/Courts 

Elimin.  

Total No. of 
Games Elimination 

Matches 
Total 

Matches (Pools 
Phase) 

IND. BC1 - FEMALE 7 1*4+1*3 3*3 SF 9 4 13 

IND. BC1 - MALE 12 4*3 3*4 QF 12 8 20 

IND. BC2 - FEMALE 5 1*5 5*2 - 10 - 10 

IND. BC2 - MALE 10 2*5 5*4 SF 20 4 24 

IND. BC3 - FEMALE 13 1*4+3*3 3*5 QF 15 8 23 

IND. BC3 - MALE 12 4*3 3*4 QF 12 8 20 

IND. BC4 - FEMALE 6 2*3 3*2 SF 6 4 10 

IND. BC4 - MALE 9 1*5+1*4 3*4+2*2 SF 16 4 20 

TOTAL IND. 82       100 40 140 

TEAMS BC1-BC2 2 1*2 2*1 - 2 - 2 

PAIRS BC3 7 1*4+1*3 3*3 SF 9 4 13 

TOTAL T & P 13       11 4 15 
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PROVISIONAL COMPETITION SCHEDULE 
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PARTICIPATING NATIONS 
 

  NPC 
BC1  

Female 
BC1      

Male 
BC2 

Female 
BC2            

Male 
BC3 

Female 
BC3           

Male 
BC4 

Female 
BC4      

Male 
Total  

1 Australia   1   1       1 3 

2 Austria         1 1     2 

3 Belgium   1 1 2         4 

4 Brazil   1     1 1   1 4 

5 Canada   1     1 1     3 

6 Croatia         1 1     2 

7 Czech Republic 1       1 2     4 

8 Denmark   1             1 

9 Finland     1   1     1 3 

10 Germany         2       2 

11 Great Britain 1 1         1   3 

12 Greece   1   1     1 2 5 

13 Israel 1 1 1         2 5 

14 Italy   1   1 2 1     5 

15 South Korea       1     1   2 

16 Mongolia   1   1         2 

17 Poland 2   1   2 2   2 9 

18 Saudi Arabia        1 1 1     3 

19 Slovakia 2 2   1         5 

20 Sweden     1           1 

21 United Arab Emirates           2 1   3 

22 Uzbekistan       1     2   3 

  TOTAL  7 12 5 10 13 12 6 9 74 
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INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION 

FEMALE BC1 

 NAME NPC RANKING 

1 KINGA KOZA POLAND 11 

2 BAT-EL BRIGHTMAN-HA'COHEN ISRAEL 21 

3 REBEKA HUSVETHOVA SLOVAKIA 27 

4 ANNA VACKOVÁ CZECH REPUBLIC 39 

5 DANIELA DROTAROVA SLOVAKIA 42 

6 WIKTORIA HERC POLAND 43 

7 NICOLA TAYLOR GREAT BRITAIN NR 

 

MALE BC1 

  NAME NPC RANKING 

1 PANAGIOTIS SOULANIS GREECE 9 

2 MUNKHDEMBEREL TOGOOTOGTOKH MONGOLIA 22 

3 GIUSEPPE ROLLO ITALY 23 

4 DANIEL QVIST DENMARK 26 

5 HEMERSON RAFAEL DA SILVA BRAZIL 37 

6 DYLAN SCHWARZ AUSTRALIA 39 

7 NIKITA PROKOPENKO ISRAEL 46 

8 ALEX MEDLEY GREAT BRITAIN 47 

9 MIROSLAV VANAK SLOVAKIA 56 

10 STEFAN BARTEK SLOVAKIA 61 

11 SANDER LEENKNECHT BELGIUM 84 

12 JOSEPH PAUL PHILPOTT CANADA NR 

 

FEMALE BC2 

  NAME NPC RANKING 

1 SAILA LUUMI FINLAND 20 

2 TINA PINXTEN BELGIUM 24 

3 KIM WAHREN SWEDEN 38 

4 MARIKA FURTAK POLAND 46 

5 OREL YAKOOV ISRAEL 56 
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MALE BC2 

  NAME NPC RANKING 

1 FRANCIS ROMBOUTS BELGIUM 11 

2 IRMUUN KHURELBAATAR MONGOLIA 33 

3 NIZOMIDDIN KHAYRIDDINOV UZBEKISTAN 38 

4 BERT VAN DYCK BELGIUM 40 

5 LACHLAN KAVANAGH AUSTRALIA 49 

6 RASTISLAV KURILAK SLOVAKIA 52 

7 MICHAIL LEMONIS GREECE 70 

8 ELIA VETTORE ITALY NR 

9 SAUD ALSWEED SAUDI ARABIA NR 

10 OKJON SON SOUTH KOREA NR 

 

 

FEMALE BC3 

  NAME NPC RANKING RAMP OPERATOR 

1 EDYTA OWCZARZ POLAND 20 KRYSTYNA OWCZARZ 

2 MARCELA CERMAKOVA CZECH REPUBLIC 24 ZUZANA ČERMÁKOVÁ 

3 CHRISTINE FINK GERMANY 26 TINA LINDT 

4 NANCY POSER GERMANY 27 AMINA DIOP 

5 GIULIA MARCHISIO ITALY 30 ROBERTO MARCHISIO 

6 VIVI VIRTANEN FINLAND 32 VIIVI POHJASNIEMI-LÄNTELÄ 

7 MICHELA MARIA FAVINI ITALY 33 FRANCESCO CASTRIGNANÒ 

8 MAŁGORZATA PERLIŃSKA POLAND 36 PAMELA KIEREJEWSKA-MAĆKO 

9 DÉBORA BARGAS DE JESUS BRAZIL 42 BIANCA SILVA BARGA DE JESUS 

10 DORA LOVRIĆ CROATIA 49 BRANKO LOVRIĆ 

11 FATIMA ABDERRAHMANE CANADA 58 ADÈLE GAGNON 

12 STEFFI PROßEGGER AUSTRIA 63 SUMMER JOANNA MISKOV 

13 RUMIAISAA  ALGHAMDI  SAUDI ARABIA NR LAYLA NASSIF 
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MALE BC3 

 

FEMALE BC4 

  NAME NPC RANKING 

1 MUNIRA ABDULLAEVA UZBEKISTAN 21 

2 RAISA ALFALASI UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 22 

3 FOTEINI BOUSIOU GREECE 35 

4 PENNY FROUDE GREAT BRITAIN 39 

5 JUNYI KIM SOUTH KOREA NR 

6 RAYHONAKHON SAYDAHMEDOVA UZBEKISTAN NR 

 

MALE BC4  

  NAME NPC RANKING 

1 JEAN-PAUL LA FONTAINE AUSTRALIA 26 

2 DOMINIK WALCZYK POLAND 28 

3 JAKUB WÓJCIK POLAND 41 

4 GERSHON HAIMOV ISRAEL 43 

5 NIKOLAOS NTOUMANOPOULOS GREECE 46 

6 ARIEL VEKSLER ISRAEL 54 

7 ANTTI HUTTUNEN FINLAND 62 

8 GEORGIOS KALAITZIDAKIS GREECE NR 

9 FABIO DORNELES BRAZIL NR 

 

  NAME NPC RANKING RAMP OPERATOR 

1 DAMIAN ISKRZYCKI POLAND 7 DARIUSZ BOROWSKI 

2 GABRIELE ZENDRON ITALY 17 ADRIANO ZENDRON 

3 JAROSŁAW PLEWA POLAND 18 ZBIGNIEW PLEWA 

4 ALEXANDRE LEMAIRE CANADA 27 FRANCIS LEMAIRE 

5 VÁCLAV HERZINGER CZECH REPUBLIC 35 KRYŠTOF AMCHA 

6 MICHAEL KIEFLER AUSTRIA 45 MARIE-THERESE PLASS 

7 PAVAO RUŽIĆ CROATIA 63 MATE GRČIĆ 

8 KHALIFA KHALED UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 64 JAMAL ABDALLAH 

9 SULIMAN ALRTAIG SAUDI ARABIA 87 EMAD HAMITHI 

10 MAREK DRAHONSKY CZECH REPUBLIC NR STANISLAV CIGÁNEK 

11 MOHAMAD ABDALLAH  UNITED ARAB EMIRATES NR KHALIFA ALJAHOORI 

12 RAFAEL PEREIRA MELO BRAZIL NR ADRIANO PEREIRA 
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TEAMS & PAIRS 

 NPC 
Team 

BC1/BC2 
Pair BC3 

1 Austria  1 

2 Belgium 1  

3 Canada  1 

4 Croatia  1 

5 Czech Republic  1 

6 Denmark   

7 Israel 1  

8 Italy  1 

9 South Korea   

10 Mongolia   

11 Poland  1 

12 Saudi Arabia   1 
 TOTAL 2 7 

 

TEAMS & PAIRS COMPETITION 

TEAM BC1/BC2  

 

 

 

PAIR BC3  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  NPC RANKING 

1 BELGIUM 21 

2 ISRAEL 35 

  NPC RANKING 

1 POLAND 10 

2 ITALY 12 

3 SAUDI ARABIA 17 

4 CROATIA 24 

5 CZECH REPUBLIC 26 

6 CANADA 31 

7 AUSTRIA 32 



            

 
 

19 

Not enough Pairs BC4 entries have been registered for this edition of the Challenger. 

Note 

Entries and world rankings above reflect the most recent World Boccia World Ranking published two weeks before 

the event, as provided in the official entry lists. "NR" indicates a not-yet-ranked athlete. 

 

 

 


